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PRINCIPLE: KNOW THE LEARNER       

LIKES (‘stuff’ student enjoys)

BACKGROUND

DISLIKES (‘stuff’ student doesn’t 
enjoy)

SUCCESSES

STRENGTHS

     CHALLENGES
OTHER

STUDENT:

LANGUAGES

PRINCIPLE: KNOW THE LEARNER
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LIKES (‘stuff’ student enjoys)BACKGROUND

SUCCESSES

STRENGTHS

     CHALLENGES
OTHER

STUDENT:

LANGUAGES

STRATEGIES: What can teachers do to find out?       
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PRINCIPLE: KNOW THE LEARNER -   Example   

LIKES (‘stuff’ student enjoys)

• Prefers yellow
• Travel overseas
• Dancing
•

BACKGROUND
• Born Dec 16, 1956 in Canterbury
• Has a degree in zoology and botany 

from University of Canterbury
• Reputation for strong views
• Resource management degree from 

Lincoln College

DISLIKES (‘stuff’ student doesn’t 
enjoy)

• Journalists who do not 
check their facts 
thoroughly

•

SUCCESSES
• ‘busting the perks’ 

certain MPs were 
enjoying  

• resurrected the ACT 
party

• 4th place in dance 
contest

• Minister of Local 
Government, Minister 
for Regulatory Reform, 
Associate Minister of 
Commerce

• Won Epsom seat in 
2005

STRENGTHS
• Speaking my mind
•

     CHALLENGES
• Leaving loved ones behind when 

traveling on business
• Telling Aucklanders to come 

together as one
• Staying out of the limelight
•  

STUDENT:

WHO AM I?

LANGUAGES
• Epsomian English



Suggestions for Implementation:

1. Each teacher to choose ONE Pasifika student from a class that they teach
2. Provide information under the suggested headings
3. Pair share – discuss findings including issues in completing the task (if any)
4. Group – eg teachers who teach the same student (if numbers permit)

Reflection Questions

1. What is the purpose of getting to know the learner / teacher in this way?
2. Through making time to connect with teachers in this way, what are the benefits for all involved?
3. What are the challenges for all involved?
4. How do we continue to model effective working relationships with the teachers we work with?
5. What are the implications for us?
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